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Abstract

The basic purpose of this study was to investigate the relationship
between work on the one hand, and the level of moral Judgment and self-
Esteem among woman in Jordan on the other. In that pursuit it has
attempted to answer the following question:

1. Is there a difference in the level of moral judgment between working

and non-working women, (housewives)?

2. Is there a difference in the degree of the Self-Esteem between

working and non-working women?

3. Is there relationship between moral judgment and Self-Concept, (Self

- Esteem)?

The study commenced with the following hypothesis:

1. That the level of moral judgment among working women would be higher than

that of non-working women.

2. That the degree of self-Esteem among working women would be

higher than that of non-working women.

3. That there is a positive relationship between moral judgment and Self-

Esteem.
An intentional sample of 203 women who shared the characteristics of

being mothers and university graduated was chosen for the purpose of this
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study. Of these (101) were working while the remaining (102) were
housewives.

The Defining Issue Test (D.I.T) was used to measure the level of moral
judgment, while the Self-Esteem Inventories (S.E.I), was used to assess
Self-Esteem. To investigate the first hypothesis of this study, the mean
grades of working women and housewives, as applied on (D.L.T) was
calculated. T-tests. On the Total grade (P) and on the moral stages 5A,5B,6
that consistitute (P). showed no significant difference were on(P) or on
stage 5a and 6, but there was significant difference between the mean grades
of working women and housewives on stage 5b at the 0.01 significance
level.

The Pearson correlation test was carried out, to test the relationship
between the number of working years and the grade of working women, on
the total grade (P). This test revealed a significance correlation, (r(100) =
0.25,P<0.01).

Two subgroups were chosen from the 203 sample. The first was of
women who worked for more than 10 years, (N=59), the other of women
who did not work or worked for less than 2 years, (N=62).

A (T) test was applied for these two subgroups, on the total grade (P)
and on stages 5 (atb), and 6, which consistute (p). Results showed
significant differences at the 0.01 level on the total grade (P) and on stages 5

(atb), but did not reveal a significant difference on stage 6.
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These results indicated that the level of moral judgment of women who
had worked for more than 10 years was higher than that of women who had
not worked at all or had worked for not more than 2 years.

The total sample of 203 women were distributed on stages 2, 3, 4, 5
(atb) and 6, on the basis of their grades in the different stages of moral
judgment.

It was shown that all the subject of the sample fell in the moral stages 3,
4 and5 (a+b) none of them fell in either stage 2 or stage 6.

Almost two thirds of the subject of sample (63%) whether working
women or housewives, fell in stage 4, the stage in which the individual
abides by law and order. The remaining (37%) of the sample were
distributed over stage 3 and 5, the stages of (Good Boy Morality) and (an
atitude towards the Social Contract). where as the distribution of working
women and housewives showed differences in stage 3 and 5, it was equal in
stage 4.

Results indicated that modes of thinking of stage 3 were used more by
housewives, while modes of thinking of stage 5 were used more by working
women. Upon distributing 121 subjects of the sample, women who had
worked for more than 10 years, (N=59), and housewives who did not work
at all or worked for less than 2 years (N=62), on the different stage of moral

judgment.
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This classification revealed a similar pattern as the previous one, where
58% of them fell in stage 4, while the remaining 41.5% fell in stage 3 and 5.
Moreover while there was no differences in the distribution of working
women and housewives in stage 4, there were clear differences in their
distribution of the working women and housewives in the stages 3 and 5.

Application of Chi square on the distribution of the working women and
housewives in stages 3 and 5, revealed a significant difference (x2 (1) =
7.48; P <0.01).

This result supports the previous one and reinforces the indication that,
work raises the level of moral judgment among women in Jordan.

To investigate the second hypothesis of this study, the mean grades of
working women and housewives, as applied on the Self- Esteem
Inventories, was indicated, however the (T) test on their mean grades,
revealed that the difference was not statistically significant.

Also a Person correlation test between the number of years of work and
the mean grades of the Self- Esteem of working women as measured by
(S.E.I) was not significant. Moreover no correlation was found between the
level of moral judgment ant the degree of self-esteem.

These results indicate, that work and its accompanied social interaction
although relates to moral judgment as measured by (D.I.T), among women

in Jordan, it does not relate to self- esteem as measured by (S.E.I).
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